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On the other hand the borrowing implies continued and passably
amicable intercourse with other cultural areas; at the same time
that it shows what may be called a receptive attitude toward
foreign usage and ideas. The net yield of such intercourse should
be more of flexibility than of authenticity in the resulting scheme
of life, so that adaptation to new exigencies should be made with
' relatively slight reluctance, or relatively slight lesion to the accred-
ited principles of right and honest living. Within limits, relatively
wide limits, the scheme would bend rather than break. At the
same time such changes as make for a longer reach and larger
organisation of the industrial forces will commonly also conduce
to a wider effectual human contact; so that, as one consequence
of the technological advance, the effectual reach of neighborly
solidarity will be somewhat increased and the system of anarchistic
neighborhood control will be competent to cover a larger popula-
tion. An increasing density of population, due to the same set of
changes, will have the like effect.
It follows that the enhanced scale and reach of the industrial
arts, working toward the destruction of the Old Order, in a
measure carries its own corrective. But it is none the less evident
that the increased viability so given the old order of institutions is
due to be overreached by the technological changes which condi-
tion it; since technological advance is of the nature of cumulative
habituation, while the practicability of anarchistic neighborhood
control depends on native traits of human nature that do not
change and whose channels of efficiency must always continue to
be personal contact through the senses, however this contact may
be helped out at one point and another by mechanical expedients*
By analogy it might be said that an anarchistic system works by
manual labor and its scope can not exceed the manual reach of
those engaged, with whatever slight equipment of tools may be
conceived to add to the reach of manual contact; whereas the
industrial arts are of the nature of a mechanical process which
may indefinitely exceed the manual reach of the individual work-